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render even so much as one good Catholic curse. There
is, of course, this difference, that the English Church is
in possession of its creeds, while the French Reformed
is only striving to regain its creeds.

The first point in the new confession is the sovereign
authority of the Scriptures in matters of faith* This
is a point with which in one sense no Protestant
Church can dispense. As against the authority of the
Church of Eome, the Protestant has nothing on which
he can lean but the Scriptures. Without the Scrip-
tures he knows nothing of Christianity. They are the
original documents of his religion. If the authority
of the Church is renounced, he must turn to the
Scriptures, and deal with them according to the
reality of the case. But sovereign authority is an
expression capable of a very wide meaning. When
applied to a book like the Bible, which was written
* at sundry times and in divers manners,' we must have
a reason for ascribing it either to every individual book
in the Bible or to the Bible as a whole. In the latter
case we rest upon what is called the canon, the history
and origin of which are involved in the deepest dark-
ness. Without the authority of the Church, we can
assign no reason for one book being in the canon, and
other books, believed to have been written at the same
time and by Apostolic men, excluded. The Protestant
principle requires free inquiry as to the origin and
character of the Scriptures, as the very first step
after renouncing the authority of the Church. The
authority of the canon as such failing, we must turn
to that of individual books. But here again perplexity
pursues us. Concerning the origin of many of the